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Indian society is stratified based on the caste system that classified people by their occupation 
and status.  “Each caste had a specific place in the hierarchy of social status. Inclusive growth 
assumes that all social groups have equal access to the services provided by the state and equal 
opportunity for upward economic and social mobility without any discrimination against any 
particular section of Indian Society.  Indian constitution made provision to inclusion of all the 
weaker sections. The present study is aimed at find out the awareness level towards the constitutional 
provisions and their utilization among the scheduled caste people in Tumkur district. Descriptive 
research design was adopted and 500 respondents were selected as sample by using purposive 
sampling technique. Both primary and secondary data was used. The data is analyzed and 
interpreted by using simple statistical method.  The study found that majority of the respondents was 
not aware of their rights. 
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Introduction 
Indian society is stratified based on the caste system that classified people by their occupation 
and status. Inclusive growth assumes that all social groups have equal access to the services provided 
by the state and equal opportunity for upward economic and social mobility without any 
discrimination against any particular section of Indian Society.  Indian constitution made provision to 
inclusion of all the weaker sections. People in rural areas and villages still face discrimination. We 
indeed have a long way to go in achieving the objectives set to eradicate and abolish discrimination, 
on the basis of caste and creed. It depends on the people knowledge towards the constitutional 
provisions and a change in the people mindset is sure to see a perpetual change, bringing about 
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equality for all. According to 2011 census Tumkur district Dalit population constitutes 18.9 per cent 
of total population. Majority of them still works as agricultural laborers, coolies, manual scavengers, 
domestic workers etc., Most of them are first generation literates. There is meager social mobility 
among the scheduled caste people because of poor awareness about government policies and 
programmes.  Lack of awareness is one of the major causes for underdevelopment of the scheduled 
caste. Therefore the present study is aimed to know the awareness level of their rights among the 
scheduled caste in Tumkur District. 
 
Objective of the Study 
 To know awareness level about the constitutional provisional rights among the scheduled 
caste in Tumkur District 
Methodology 
For the purpose of the study researcher has adopted Descriptive research design. Purposive 
sampling method was adopted by selecting 500 respondents as sample size from ten taluks of Tumkur 
district. In each taluka 50 respondents were selected. The scheduled caste respondents from different 
professional backgrounds were interviewed to collect primary data on their knowledge and level of 
awareness towards the constitutional rights. Both villages and urban areas were covered to select and 
interview the respondents. Primary data is analyzed, interpreted and discussed by using simple 
statistical method. 
 
Results and Discussion 
Table: 1.1 Awareness level about political rights among Scheduled Castes in Tumkur District 
 Benefit of Reservation in Politics  
No. Of 
Respondents Percent 
Responses Yes 214 42.8 
No 286 57.2 
Total 500 100.0 
 Panchayath Member From Family  
No. Of 
Respondents Percent 
Responses Yes 64 12.8 
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No 436 87.2 
Total 500 100.0 
  Cooperative Society Member from Family 
No. Of 
Respondents Percent 
Responses Yes 128 25.6 
No 372 74.4 
Total 500 100.0 
 Political Party member from Family  
No. Of 
Respondents Percent 
Responses Yes 150 30.0 
No 350 70.0 
Total 500 100.0 
Political System gives a Status in the Society  
No. Of 
Respondents Percent 
Responses Yes 286 57.2 
No 214 42.8 
Total 500 100.0 
Liberty in Electing a Representative During Public Election 
No. Of 
Respondents Percent 
Responses Yes 344 68.8 
No 156 31.2 
Total 500 100.0 




Responses Yes 286 57.2 
No 214 42.8 
Total 500 100.0 
 
Many Social movements in Karnataka influenced the lives of the lower caste and facilitated 
the growth of social awareness and political consciousness among Scheduled Caste. A more vibrant 
development is the introduction of the 73
rd
 Amendment, specially the provision of reservations for 
the Scheduled Castes, which has provided them an avenue of participation in governance at the local 
level.  
The above table shows that awareness level about political rights among scheduled caste in 
Tumkur District. 57.2 percentage of scheduled caste respondents were not aware about reservation in 
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politics. The analysis shows that the Scheduled Castes could not grow politically above the grass-
roots because of low knowledge about reservation in politics. The above table shows that 87.2 
percent respondents‟ family members are not member of local panchayat.  Only 12.8 percent 
respondents‟ family members are member of local panchyath. Political participation of scheduled 
caste is a constitutional power. In Panchayath Raj perspective political inclusion of Dalit is a 
significant motto.  But the above table reveals that participation in local governance among scheduled 
caste in rural may be not up to the mark, due to various causes. Above table reveals that majority 74.4 
percent respondents disagreed for having their family members membership in cooperative society 
and remaining 25.6 percent agreed for having membership in cooperative society in their family. It is 
evident that knowledge about cooperative society and its utilization is not percolating to grassroots of 
scheduled caste in Tumkur.   It clearly indicates that scheduled castes are still politically vulnerable. 
The above table shows that majority 70 percent of scheduled caste are not having any membership 
from their family. Only 30 percent of scheduled caste have membership in various regional and 
national parties. The analysis clearly indicates that scheduled caste families are not much interested to 
join political party, because scheduled case are not given crucial roles in the party leadership or in the 
decision-making process. As part of caste discrimination, domination by the upper castes is prevalent 
in the party.  On the other side Scheduled Caste are often unable to stand united and the disunity 
among organizations constitutes a major problem in tackling different Scheduled caste concerns.  
The above table shows that 57.2 percent of respondents opined that present political system 
gives good status in the society. And remaining 42.8 percentages of respondents opined negatively 
that, present political system does not provide a good status for scheduled caste in society. Provisions 
for political representation was made as reservation of seats in Parliament and state legislatures (Art 
330, 332) and in institutions of local self governance both panchayats and municipalities (Art 243D, 
243T). The above table reveals that majority 68.8 percent of Scheduled Caste people opined that, 
they having liberty in electing representative during public election.  And remaining 31.2 percent of 
respondents are not having liberty to elect representative during public election. 
 Political power is the powerful tool for empowerment of scheduled caste. Majority of the 
scheduled castes people having liberty to elect their representatives in public election. Yet scheduled 
castes are not having freedom to elect their representative on their own wish due to various factors of 
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subjugation. The above table reveals that 57.2 percent of scheduled caste people opined that elected 
scheduled caste member serves for betterment of his community.  And remaining 42.8 percent of 
respondents opined that scheduled caste representative is not properly serving for development of 
scheduled caste community.  
The Constitution of India provides many securities and protections for Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes. Right from the Preamble and across the Directive Principles of State Policy as well 
as the Fundamental Duties, one can find a special treatment given to those who are downtrodden or 
lagging behind in a process of development. The Constitutional provisions to safeguard the interest of 
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are intended to the abolition of untouchability and 
prohibition on its practice in any form12; prohibition of begar or forced or bonded labour
1
; the claims 
of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in appointment to services and posts regarding the 
affairs of the union or a state
2
 ; and seats are reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in 
the Lok Sabha
3
 and in the Vidhan Sabhas
4
. There are also provisions which reinforce the status of the 
Scheduled Castes as protected. 
Table-2 Awareness about constitutional Provision of Scheduled Caste in Tumkur 
Taluk 
Awareness about constitutional Provision of 











Tumkur 42 8.4 8 1.6 50 10.0 
Madhugiri 44 8.8 6 1.2 50 10.0 
Chikkanaya 
kanahally 
20 4.0 30 6.0 50 10.0 
Thuruvekere 38 7.6 12 2.4 50 10.0 
Gubbi 38 7.6 12 2.4 50 10.0 
Pavagada 48 9.6 2 .4 50 10.0 
Sira 22 4.4 28 5.6 50 10.0 
Tipatur 49 9.8 1 .2 50 10.0 
Koratagere 44 8.8 6 1.2 50 10.0 
Kunigal 47 9.4 3 .6 50 10.0 
Total 392 78.4 108 21.6 500 100.0 
 
                                                          
1
 Article 23, Constitution of India 
2
 Article 335, Ibid. 
3
 Article 330, Ibid. 
4 
Article 332, Ibid. 
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The above table shows that awareness about constitutional provision of scheduled caste in 
India in the sample reveals that, majority i.e 78.40 percent sample reveals that, for having awareness 
about constitution provision for scheduled caste in this sample survey majority 9.6 percent from 
pavagada, 9.4 percent from kunigal followed by other taluks of tumkur district but awareness level 
about constitution provision for scheduled caste in  Tumkur is very low chikkanayakanahalli taluk 
respondents by 4.0 percent and 4.4 percent in sira taluk.  
Consolidated data from all taluks form tumkur district 21.6 percent respondent disagreed for 
having awareness about constitution provision of scheduled caste in India.  Even though having 
constitutional knowledge, practice of “untouchability,” other caste-based discrimination, violence 
against Dalit men, women, and children, and other abuses documented in India 
 
Table-4 Awareness about Untouchability Considered as Crime 
Taluk 


















Tumkur 44 8.8 6 1.2 50 10.0 
Madhugiri 6 1.2 44 8.8 50 10.0 
Chikkanayakanahally 24 4.8 26 5.2 50 10.0 
Thuruvekere 40 8.0 10 2.0 50 10.0 
Gubbi 39 7.8 11 2.2 50 10.0 
Pavagada 28 5.6 22 4.4 50 10.0 
Sira 21 4.2 29 5.8 50 10.0 
Tipatur 48 9.6 2 .4 50 10.0 
Koratagere 0 .0 50 10.0 50 10.0 
Kunigal 48 9.6 2 .4 50 10.0 
Total 298 59.6 202 40.4 500 100.0 
 
The awareness about untouchability considered as crime in the table shows that, majority 
59.60 percent of the respondents agreed that untouchability should be considered as crime. In that 
Tiptur and Kunigal taluks have given 9.6 percent of response, followed by tumkur, 8.8 percent, 
Thuruvekere 8.0 percent Gubbi 7.8 percent, Pavagada 5.6 percent, Chikkanayakanalli 4.8 percent, 
Sira 4.2 percent and Madhugiri 1.2 percent respectively. 
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Overall remaining 40.40 percentages of respondents agreed about considering untouchability 
as crime in that, cent percent response given by Koratagere respondents followed by Madhugiri 8.8 
percent, Sira 5.8 percent, Chikkanayakahalli 5.2, percent of the respondents.  
The analysis shows that, untouchability is an integral part and essential feature of Indian caste 
system, the practice of untouchability being a criminal offence did not deter „upper caste‟.  The 
Constitution of India not only guarantees equality, liberty, fraternity, justice and basic human rights 
as Fundamental Rights but also prohibits the practice of Untouchability in any form. 
Table 5: Awareness about Atrocity Act 1989 
The Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 an Act of the 
Parliament of India enacted to prevent atrocities against scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. The 
Act is popularly known as POA, the SC/ST Act, the Prevention of Atrocities Act, or simply the 
Atrocities Act. 
Article 17 of Indian Constitution seeks to abolish 'untouchability' and to forbid all such 
practices. It is basically a "statement of principle" that needs to be made operational with the 
ostensible objective to remove humiliation and multifaceted harassments meted to the Dalits and to 
ensure their fundamental and socio-economic, political, and cultural rights. 
Taluk 












Tumkur 42 8.4 8 1.6 50 10.0 
Madhugiri 6 1.2 44 8.8 50 10.0 
Chikkanaya 
Kanahally 
0 .0 50 10.0 50 10.0 
Thuruvekere 12 2.4 38 7.6 50 10.0 
Gubbi 41 8.2 9 1.8 50 10.0 
Pavagada 1 .2 49 9.8 50 10.0 
Sira 4 .8 46 9.2 50 10.0 
Tipatur 47 9.4 3 .6 50 10.0 
Koratagere 2 .4 48 9.6 50 10.0 
Kunigal 30 6.0 20 4.0 50 10.0 
Total 185 37.0 315 63.0 500 100.0 
 
The awareness about Atrocities Act 1989. In the sample indicates that, majority 63 percent of 
the respondents have said no and remaining 37 percent of the respondents said yes for having 
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awareness about atrocity Act 1989. The study shows majority of scheduled caste respondent are not 
aware about atrocity act 1989.     
The above table clearly reveals that majority of scheduled caste are not aware about their legal 
rights due to various reasons.   
Incident of atrocity against SC/ST citizens is registered in the state every 18 minutes
5
. But 
since they are unaware of the Prevention of Atrocities Act, they are unable to fight against such 
violations.  Total 4.7 lakh cases are registered under the Act in the last 15 years, but only around 0.5 




 The study identified that majority of scheduled caste does not have appropriate awareness 
about their rights.  Grass root level efforts should be needed to eradicate social malpractice, so 
that government needs to frame a legal committee in every Grama panchayath level, to 
educate Scheduled caste people about their rights 
 The scheduled caste status in Grama panchayath monitoring should be reported periodically. 
NGOs may be appointed to monitor and evaluate the implementation of government policies 
 Proper steps should be taken to educate the scheduled caste and direct them about the existing 
prospects, the new possibilities of employment, the areas of knowledge to hunt their 
expansion and development.  
 There is necessity to stretch awareness about the laws and the measures to punish 
discrimination and atrocities. It is required to launch well-targeted awareness campaigns in 
areas where the awareness levels are low. The District Administration should organize 
independent surveys with the collaboration NGOs to organize the awareness campaign.  
 
Conclusion 
The Scheduled Castes despite the constitutional safeguards and government‟s endeavour are 
still far behind in socio-economic indicators. The study reflects that the development that has taken 
place, yet it portrays a scenario of the Scheduled Castes which would call for a re-define and 
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correction of the policies, dedicated towards their emancipation. The employment and occupational 
circumstances are not very remarkable of scheduled caste. There is great need for focused and 
concrete endeavors to be done in this area.  Awareness of rights, schemes and development 
programmes is a necessary condition for its successes. Early dropout among the scheduled caste in 
Tumkur is a major obstruction. The appropriate involvement of scheduled caste and the participation 
of NGOs should be considered along with the sincere effort of the state. 
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